
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE U.S. EMBASSY LA PAZ
Notice of Funding Opportunity  

Funding Opportunity Title: Academy for Women Entrepreneurs, 2022
Funding Opportunity Number:  PAS-LA PAZ-FY22-04
CFDA Number:                            19.022
Deadline for Applications:         Thursday, March 10, 2022
Total Amount Available: $43,000 to $104,000.00

THIS NOTICE IS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING

1. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION.

The U.S. Mission in La Paz is pleased to announce the open competition to award a cooperative
agreement for new cohorts in Bolivia of the “Academy for Women Entrepreneurs” (or “AWE”).
The Public Affairs Office invites proposals from Bolivian United States Government (USG)
Alumni organizations or USG alumni Individuals, established non-profit Bolivian
associations committed and organized civil-society organizations, and academic institutions
to design and implement an intensive training program that would provide approximately 210
emerging female entrepreneurs (in seven cohorts of 30 participants each) with critical skills for
founding or scaling up their businesses and help develop a network among participants and
trainers for future collaboration and support.  U.S. and third-country organizations or nationals
are not eligible for cooperative agreements under this program unless in partnership with a
Bolivian organization.

Through the Academy for Women Entrepreneurs, participants will take part in facilitated training
sessions featuring an online curriculum (“DreamBuilder”) that will be provided by the State
Department and that offers modules on the fundamentals of launching and scaling up businesses.
These sessions should be highly interactive and should be supplemented by in-person talks and
workshops, including from successful Bolivian and American entrepreneurs and alumni of U.S.
government exchange programs, trade fairs, business accelerators, or pitch competitions.

The AWE program will target female Bolivian business owners and entrepreneurs, who are
approximately 25 to 40 years old and who have 1 – 5 years of business experience.  Participants
should be recruited via a competitive application process. In addition to demonstrating an
appropriate level of business/entrepreneurship experience and strong motivation for participating
in AWE, participants must also be computer literate and have reliable access to an
internet-connected computer or smartphone.



The program will be held in seven regional centers selected by the awardee in consultation with
the U.S. Embassy’s Public Affairs Office. All AWE activities should have a strong American
focus. To supplement the facilitated “Dreambuilder” online sessions, the Public Affairs Office
will work with the awardee to identify and recruit alumni of U.S. government exchange
programs to provide complimentary lectures and workshops.  The Public Affairs Office will seek
to include a substantial proportion of female role models among these experts.  The Awardee will
integrate these experts into the AWE curriculum.

Objectives
Each proposal should meet the following objectives, in addition to strengthening understanding
of U.S. values, institutions, and precepts:

1. Expand participants’ understanding of the fundamentals of developing and scaling up a
business.

2. Expose participants to U.S. models for business development and connect them with
American entrepreneurship experts.

3. Facilitate the development of an ongoing network of female entrepreneurs who can offer
support and ongoing best practices while sustaining their relationship with the U.S.
Embassy.

Proposals
Applicants are encouraged to submit proposals that use a variety of interactive activities,
workshops, and other learning experiences to help participants develop their entrepreneurship
skills.  All proposals should contain a proposed syllabus briefly describing how in-person
speakers and other activities would supplement the online sessions in the attached
Dreambuilder course description, and how these activities would relate to overall program
objectives.  Proposals should also include a detailed explanation of how applicants will be
recruited and a description of how to institute activities will bring about the intended results.
Proposals should include ideas for at least one follow-on activity approximately two to six
months after the institute that would allow all or select participants to deepen their
entrepreneurship skills (please note that this award would not cover the costs of any such
follow-on activity, which would be subject to additional funding resources).
Notice: All proposals submitted in response to this Notice of Funding Opportunity must
include a contingency plan describing in detail how the proposed activity would be
implemented in the event that COVID-19 related health restrictions are in place during the
anticipated period of performance.
Only Bolivian USG alumni organizations or Bolivian USG alumni individuals, non-profit
Bolivian organizations, and academic institutions with experience executing
entrepreneurship and/or women’s empowerment programs will be eligible to receive

https://ug.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/DreamBuilder-Course-Descriptions-English.pdf
https://ug.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/DreamBuilder-Course-Descriptions-English.pdf


funding.

2. GUIDELINES:

● Awardees will work closely with the Embassy’s Public Affairs Office to design and
execute a facilitated program for ideally 210 or more Bolivian female entrepreneurs (age
25 – 50).  Activities should include workshops, mentoring, and other interactive sessions.
The activities should be innovative and hands-on.

● A clear methodology of participant recruitment and selection should be detailed in the
proposal.

● The cooperative agreement should cover the costs of venues for the training sessions and
supplemental activities.

● The cooperative agreement should cover the costs of travel, lodging, and stipends for
facilitators, mentors, and guest expert speakers.

● The cooperative agreement should cover funding for any materials necessary for the
promotion of the AWE program/recruiting participants and other materials for use in
program activities.

● Awardees should be prepared to design and implement surveys, polls, or other methods
for evaluating the institute’s effectiveness before, during, and after completion.

● The proposal should include information about how the awardee will identify and recruit
local facilitators and experts.

● The proposal should contain a sample agenda of sessions and activities.
● Awardees should be available to participate in regular planning calls with the Embassy

until the launch of the institute.
● Equipment cannot account for more than 10% of the total project cost.
● USG alumni organizations or individuals, non-profit Bolivian organizations, and

academic institutions applying to this program should have experience both in organizing
large-scale programs as well as demonstrated knowledge of entrepreneurship and
business environment in Bolivia.

● U.S. and third-country organizations or nationals who seek to apply for this funding
opportunity are encouraged to do so in partnership with a Bolivian NGO.

● All proposals must be submitted to the U.S. Embassy by Thrusday, March 10, 2022. No
late proposals will be considered.

● All applicants will be notified of funding decisions by Mid-March 2022, subject to the
availability of funds.

A. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

● Length of performance period: 12 months approximately. The awardee should plan to



end the project by March 2023 with dates to be set in coordination with the Embassy.
● Number of awards anticipated: one award.
● Approximate award amount: The amount will be a maximum of approximately

$104,000.

This notice is subject to the availability of funding.

Funding Instrument Type: Cooperative Agreement. The Public Affairs Office will be actively
involved in the award implementation. U.S. Embassy staff will:

● Provide standardized logos/branding guidelines for AWE promotional materials
● Initiate and participate in promotional activities, including promotion of the AWE

through the U.S. Mission in La Paz's social media platforms and media engagements.
● Assist in identifying possible institute venues.  Approve the selection of the venue.
● Approve participant, facilitator, and expert speaker recruitment and selection plans.
● Assist the implementing partner in developing a multistage review process for applicants,

including an initial technical review of applications, review, and creation of a shortlist,
and process for interviews, which will include a panel of reviewers with Embassy
representation.

● Assist in identifying and contacting alumni of U.S. government exchange program,
representatives of U.S. companies, and U.S. Mission personnel as potential speakers or
trainers.

● Review and approve proposed institute speaker and trainer rosters and
activity/workshop/site visit topics and formats.

● During the training program, use social media and outreach to print and television
networks, as well as engagement by senior Mission officials, to showcase AWE for a
wider Bolivian audience.

● Collaborate with the awardee in assessing participant needs for post-boot camp additional
training and assist in designing a follow-on activity.

B. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
All applications must be in English and must be submitted to RequenaMT@state.gov
and PradoJ@state.gov using the following 2 forms: 

1. Address to Request Application Package
Application and budget templates are available at the U.S. Embassy La Paz website:

2. Content and Form of Application Submission
Applications and budgets must be submitted using the official AWE 2022 proposal and budget

mailto:RequenaMT@state.gov
mailto:PradoJ@state.gov


forms. Do not change the format of these forms.

Please follow all instructions below carefully. Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this
announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements will be ineligible.

3. Please ensure:

● The proposal clearly addresses the goals and objectives of this funding opportunity;
● The proposal addresses all questions in the official AWE 2022 proposal form;
● All documents are in English
● The budget is in U.S. dollars and is submitted using the designated AWE budget form;
● All pages are numbered.

The following documents are required:

1. Mandatory application forms.

a. AWE 2022 Proposal
b. AWE  2022 Budget

2. Proposal (5 pages maximum): The proposal should contain sufficient information that
anyone not familiar with the project would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do.
We highly recommend that the applicant use the proposal template provided here.

4. Budget Justification Narrative: The Excel template has a second tab for the Budget
Justification Narrative.  Each line item of the Budget just be explained and justified there.

Guidelines for Budget Justification

Personnel: Describe the wages, salaries, and benefits of temporary or permanent staff who will
be working directly for the applicant on the program, and the percentage of their time that will be
spent on the program.
Travel: Estimate the costs of travel and per diem for this program. If the program involves
international travel, include a brief statement of justification for that travel.
Equipment: Describe any machinery, furniture, or other personal property that is required for the
program, which has a useful life of more than one year (or a life longer than the duration of the
program), and costs at least $5,000 per unit.
Supplies: List and describe all the items and materials, including any computer devices, that are
needed for the program. If an item costs more than $5,000 per unit, then put it in the budget

https://ug.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/AWE-Project-Narrative-template.docx


under Equipment.
Contractual: Describe goods and services that the applicant plans to acquire through a contract
with a vendor. Also describe any sub-awards to non-profit partners that will help carry out the
program activities.
Other Direct Costs: Describe other costs directly associated with the program, which do not fit in
the other categories. For example, shipping costs for materials and equipment or applicable
taxes. All “Other” or “Miscellaneous” expenses must be itemized and explained.
Indirect Costs: These are costs that cannot be linked directly to the program activities, such as
overhead costs needed to help keep the organization operating.
“Cost Sharing” refers to contributions from the organization or other entities other than the U.S.
Embassy. It also includes in-kind contributions such as volunteers’ time and donated venues.

Alcoholic Beverages:  Please note that award funds cannot be used for alcoholic beverages.

Attachments
● 1-page CV or resume of key personnel who are proposed for the program
● Letters of support from program partners describing the roles and responsibilities of each

partner
● Official permission letters, if required for program activities
● A copy of the final registration papers for the organization.
● Proposals must include a draft syllabus of training sessions (Please use and attach your

own form)
● If other partners are willing to support the proposed activity, please list them as well as

their contributions.

The complete set of proposal documents must be submitted to: RequenaMt@state.gov and
Pradoj@state.gov no later than Thursday, March 10, 2022.

● For any questions, please contact: RequenaMt@state.gov and Pradoj@state.gov

C. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1. Criteria
Each application will be evaluated and rated on the basis of the evaluation criteria outlined
below.
Quality and Feasibility of the Proposed Institute Program: The program idea is well
developed, with detail about how program activities will be carried out. The proposal includes a
reasonable implementation timeline, including for recruitment of participants, facilitators, and
expert speakers.  Goals and objectives are clearly stated and program outline is likely to provide
maximum impact in achieving the proposed results.



Organizational Capacity, Entrepreneurship Experience, and Record on Previous
Grants/Program Implementation: The organization has expertise in the Bolivian
entrepreneurship ecosystem, has experience managing complex projects, and has the internal
controls in place to manage federal funds.  This includes a financial management system and a
bank account.
U.S. Component: There is the strong participation of facilitators/expert speakers with a
connection to the United States and application of U.S. business models.
Budget: The budget justification is detailed.  Costs are reasonable in relation to the proposed
activities and anticipated results. The budget is realistic, accounting for all necessary expenses to
achieve proposed activities.
Monitoring and evaluation plan: Applicant demonstrates it is able to measure program success
against key indicators and provides milestones to indicate progress toward goals outlined in the
proposal. The program includes output and outcome indicators and shows how and when those
will be measured.

2. Review and Selection Process
The Public Affairs Office will evaluate all eligible applications.  The evaluation process will
consist of two stages.  First, a technical review will be completed to ensure that proposals and
organizations meet the criteria set forth above.  Second, a Grant Review Committee comprised of
personnel from the U.S. Embassy in La Paz will evaluate eligible proposals on the basis of the
criteria identified above.

D. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION
1. Federal Award Notices

The grant award or cooperative agreement will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by
the Grants Officer. The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be
provided to the recipient for review and signature by email. The recipient may only start
incurring program expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document
signed by the Grants Officer.
If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any
additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of
performance is at the discretion of the Department of State.
Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S.
government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation
and submission of proposals. Further, the U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all
proposals received.

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements



Terms and Conditions: Before submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms
and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award, to ensure that they will
be able to comply.  These include:
2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 600, Certifications and Assurances, and the Department of State Standard
Terms and Conditions, all of which are available at:
https://www.statebuy.state.gov/fa/pages/home.aspx
Note the U.S Flag branding and marking requirements in the Standard Terms and Conditions.

3. Reporting
Reporting Requirements: Recipients will be required to submit financial reports and program
reports.  The award document will specify how often these reports must be submitted.

https://www.statebuy.state.gov/fa/pages/home.aspx

