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Kent Shigetomi is the Director for Multilateral Non-Tariff Barriers at 
the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR). Kent works on 
issues related to rules of origin and technical barriers to trade. Prior 
to this, Kent covered trade issues in North America and the 
Caribbean, including U.S. trade preference programs in that region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul Fekete is Senior International Trade Advisor with USAID’s Center 
for Economics and Market Development, a part of the recently 
created Bureau for Development, Democracy, and Innovation.  He 
focuses on the development of trade-related technical assistance 
programs to assist USAID missions in building public and private sector 
trade capacity and promote developing countries’ participation in the 
international trade system. Prior to joining USAID in 2010, he worked 
for over 25 years as a consultant providing trade advisory services, 
technical assistance, training, and institutional strengthening and 
capacity building for governments and organizations under the 
auspices of entities such as USAID, WTO, WCO, and the World Bank. 

He holds an MA in International Affairs from Johns Hopkins University’s Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) and a BA from Bates College. He also holds the title of adjunct assistant 
professor at both the University of Maryland's University College and Syracuse University’s Maxwell 
School where he teaches graduate courses on international economics, US trade policy and policy 
formulation. 
 

Patrick Fox is Senior Director, Customs and Trade Strategy with VF 
Corporation. He has 26 years in the customs and trade industry, nearly 
15 of which have been with VF Corporation.  Patrick previously held 
roles within VF Outdoor, LLC, a VF subsidiary, and before that held 
roles in customs compliance with Mattel, Inc.  Patrick started his 
career as an Import Specialist with the U.S. Customs Service at the 
Port of Los Angeles/Long Beach. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Economics, cum laude, from the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County, and an MBA from the University of California, Irvine.  Patrick is 
a licensed customs broker. 
 

 



Stefano Inama is Chief, Technical Assistance, Trade and Customs in 
the Division on African and Least Developed Countries (LDCs), 
UNCTAD Geneva, Switzerland. He has over 25 years of experience in 
designing, managing and delivering research and trade-related 
capacity building programs in Asia, Africa and Latin America, with a 
focus on legal, regulatory and institutional trade issues, including 
tariff reform, trade law, regional trade agreements, tariff 
preferences and rules of origin governing market access. He has 
written extensively on these subjects as well as on related industrial 
policy questions. He is the author of one of the most comprehensive 
analytical books on rules of origin (Rules of origin in International 
Trade, Cambridge University Press, 2009) and has recently co-
authored ASEAN rules of origin: a way forward and The Foundations 
of the ASEAN Economic Community, Cambridge University Press 
2015. He holds Masters and LLM degrees from the College of 

Europe, Bruges, Belgium. 
 

Darlan F. Martí has worked, since December 2009, as a trade 
policy specialist at the Market Access Division of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). He has served, since 2012, as Secretary of the 
WTO Committee on Rules of Origin. As such, he assists WTO 
Members by undertaking research, drafting briefs and summaries 
on all topics related to rules of origin - both preferential and non-
preferential. He assisted WTO Members in their negotiation of the 
2013 and the 2015 Ministerial Decisions on preferential rules of 
origin for Least developed countries ('Bali' and 'Nairobi' Ministerial 
Decisions). He works in other areas such as WTO schedules of 
concessions, non-tariff barriers, import licences, customs 
valuation and trade facilitation. Before joining the WTO, Darlan 

worked in the United Nations Conference for Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and in the South 
Centre. Darlan was educated at the University of Harvard, US (Executive Education), University of 
Cambridge, UK (Master of Laws, LL.M) and University of Grenoble, France (B.A. in International Law). 
 

Robert J. Margevicius is Executive Vice President of Specialized 
Bicycle Components, a Morgan Hill, CA, based importer, 
distributor, and manufacturer of bicycles and accessories. He 
leads the Specialized’s Asian Operations as well as strategic 
planning, product sourcing, product development and supplier 
relations. For 25 years he has been integral to the global growth 
at Specialized. He was formerly President at Service Cycle 
Bicycle Corporation, a leading importer of Mongoose juvenile 
and adult bicycles. Robert joined Service Cycle Bicycle in 1986 

and was responsible for the re-organization of the company's product development, marketing and 
sales operations. Robert started his bicycle industry career in 1979 as the Vice President of Purchasing 
and Marketing for West Coast Cycle Supply, the designer, importer and distributor of Nishiki, Azuki, 
Cycle Pro and Haro bicycles. He received his BS from the La Salle University in political science and 
economics and is a Stanford MBA graduate and Wharton EDP graduate. Robert is former professional 
cyclist, and currently a very active cyclist, runner, swimmer and triathlete. He currently serves on several 



industry and corporate Board of Directors. Robert serves as a USA Industry Trade Advisor to the 
Secretary of Commerce and the U.S. Trade Representative. In March of 2019, he was granted honorary 
Taichung, Taiwan citizenship for his contribution to the Taiwan bicycle industry. 
 

 
Gregory Poole is Chief Supply Chain Officer of The Children’s Place. 
He joined The Children's Place in 2012. As Chief Supply Chain Officer, 
he is responsible for developing strategic partnerships with vendors 
around the world to manufacture superior product at a competitive 
price point, and for global logistics & distribution.  Gregory’s 30-year 
career includes serving as Executive Vice President, Chief Supply 
Chain Officer at Talbots and prior to that, as Senior Vice President, 
Chief Procurement Officer at Ann Taylor Stores.  He also spent over 
12 years with Gap, Inc., and served in sourcing and manufacturing 
roles of increasing responsibility for Esprit de Corp., The North Face, 
Inc., American Marketing Works, Inc., and Body Glove, Inc. 
 
 

 
Cennydd (Cen) Williams is PVH Hub Leader for Africa and Middle 
East region. He worked in the apparel sector for the last 34 years 
with extended time in the UK, Portugal, Morocco, Egypt, Malaysia, 
India, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, Vietnam, Bangladesh and most recently 
based out of Kenya (with responsibility for operations in Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mauritius, Tanzania, Egypt and Jordan). 
He has built out large scale multiple facility green field 
manufacturing sites in Morocco, Malaysia and most recently 
Ethiopia. He has revamped existing manufacturing platforms or 
stood up Buying /Sourcing offices across 12 other countries. 
 
 
 
 

 
Emanuela Montanari-Stephens is the Director for Trade and 
Development at the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative. 
Emanuela works on issues related to technical assistance, inclusion 
and resilience of LDCs at the WTO.  She leads on capacity building at 
the WTO Committee on Trade and Development (CTD) and CTD sub-
committees on Aid for Trade, Small Economies, LDCs, Monitoring 
Mechanism, and Special Session.  Emanuela also covers Regional 
Trade Agreements and Preferential Trade Arrangements at the WTO.  
She is the organizer of the U.S. event featured at the Aid for Trade 
Global Review 2022. 
 
 

 
 


