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March is the month to honor women’s history to
highlight the contributions of women to events in

history and contemporary society. 
The American Spaces Nepal is honored to

celebrate this important month to reflect on the
contributions of Nepali women at the local levels.
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Thank you for subscribing to the
American Spaces newsletter. We hope
that the newsletter is helping you to stay
in touch with us, especially during the
pandemic.

MARCH PROGRAMS:
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Click on to the program title to register.
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American Spaces Nepal

 The American Spaces team across Nepal continues to work to develop virtual programs
to meet your needs. For March, we plan to celebrate Women’s History Month and honor
influential Nepali women by highlighting their work and achievements.
 
To register for our programs, please click on the given link (Register). We post our
programs in our respective Corner Facebook pages 
 (https://np.usembassy.gov/education/american-spaces/), so keep checking the page for
additional program postings. Also, feel free to share the American Center Newsletter
Subscription link (https://rb.gy/el551i) with interested folks.

We are happy to inform you that we are opening some of the Spaces for in-person visits
for limited hours. And the American Center located inside the Embassy is also resuming
its service to the public from March 1st. Please pre-register to book your slot. 

We appreciate your feedback and suggestions to make the newsletter even better. 

Sincerely,
American Spaces Team
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Mar 11
2 PM

Mar 25
1 PM

Mar 25
2 PM

Mar
2 PM

https://tinyurl.com/sumy86m8
https://tinyurl.com/yckk62zf
https://np.usembassy.gov/education/american-spaces/
https://rb.gy/el551i
https://rb.gy/el551i
https://tinyurl.com/7fhu5397


The American Center in Kathmandu organized a panel discussion titled “Human
Trafficking: Beyond Awareness” as a part of Human Trafficking Awareness Month.
U.S. Embassy Kathmandu's Human Rights Specialist moderated the session, which
included Ms. Charimaya Tamang, Chairperson of Shakti Samuha and 2011 U.S.
Department of State TIP hero, and Advocate Sabin Shrestha, Executive Director of
Forum for Law Women and Development (FWLD). The panel discussed how the
human trafficking situation differs during a pandemic, trafficking trends, challenges,
and opportunities for young people to join the anti-human trafficking movement.
Shrestha shared statistics on human trafficking and online crime and the major
causes of human trafficking in Nepal – inequality, unemployment, poverty, and the
desire for foreign employment. Tamang shared the need to honor victims’ rights, the
importance of boosting victims’ trust in the rule of law, and for government lawyers
to adapt a victim-centric approach. They emphasized the importance of
collaboration with civil society organizations in the region, legislative efforts, and
community engagement – especially youth involvement. The program included 33
Zoom participants and was broadcast live through the Facebook pages of American
Spaces in Nepal, where it has been viewed over 395 times. 
 (https://www.facebook.com/IHKathmandu/videos/461296775474561)

Human Trafficking: Beyond Awareness

American Spaces in Nepal collaborated with American Center New Delhi to cross-
post series #9 of the Voice for the Voiceless—a celebration of LGBTQI+ communities
in the U.S. and South Asia. Through this series, we meet brave LGBTQI+ activists
fighting for equal protection, freedom from violence, and recognition of their
fundamental human rights. The session on Feb. 16 moderated by REPS Mark Burrell
featured Sam Kirk, a Chicago-based muralist and animator, who explores culture and
identity politics. Her artwork focuses on a variety of intersections which encompass a
call to celebrate differences and enact change. She focuses on vivid and powerful
images of women, members of the LGBTQIA community, and those who have
historically been underrepresented to share the journeys that have made them who
they are. 
 (https://www.facebook.com/americancornerbiratnagar/videos/1127580958066371) 

Voice for the Voiceless
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erican Corner Pokhara hosted a session titled Citizen Engagement in Provincial
Policing with Ms. Lianne M. Toumey, Program Manager of the U.S. Department of
Justice, International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance Program (ICITAP).
Organized by Pokhara Research Centre, the program covered a host of topics,
including reforming provincial policing, advancing civil society’s fair access to the
justice system, and improving justice sector accountability. Twenty-four program
participants included a former high-ranking official of Nepal Police, youth, and civil
society leaders.

Citizen Engagement in Provincial Policing

https://www.facebook.com/IHKathmandu/videos/461296775474561
https://www.facebook.com/americancornerbiratnagar/videos/1127580958066371


REPS Mark Burrell on Feb. 7 kicked off the 23rd regional book club titled Books
Beyond Borders and welcomed participants from South Asian countries. Between
Feb. 7 and March 10, over 185 participants from Nepal, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
and Sri Lanka are honoring Black History and Women’s History Months by reading
Beloved by Toni Morrison. In the webinars, the participants discussed the author,
slavery and its horrors, Black History Month and its significance, the civil rights
movement in the U.S., and the dehumanization of slaves. In addition, participants
also deconstructed a host of other themes such as motherhood, sense of community,
identity, and generational trauma. 
The regional book club continues to provide social and intellectual connections,
bridging the gaps between countries and getting scores of like-minded people on
board at one place thereby sparking off conversations through American literature
on social issues, civil society, diversity, inclusion, economic, and migrant issues

Books Beyond Borders

 The Book Bus team conducted the Media Literacy x Climate Change (MLxCC)
workshop in collaboration with the Samata Foundation, an organization that works
for the rights of marginalized people. As the workshop encourages conscious content
creation, the participants engaged in providing useful suggestions to each other’s
content. Different games and activities, which are themed around the spread of
misinformation and actions to mitigate it, are helping the participants be better
digital creators. Similarly, in the following week's workshop, the participants learned
to define their content, where they were encouraged to provide citations for
authenticity. They also discussed how prejudices and presumptions might prevent
people from investigating an issue. 
As the Book Bus is partnering with the North American Scholastic Esports Federation
(NASEF) to launch an esports club in Nepal, they published a survey on February 3 to
better understand the interests of Nepali gamers. 
The Book Bus team prepared for the Creative Educators Program (CEP) applications
and information session on February 13 by communicating with the media. An article
about CEP application callouts was published on February 9 in a popular national
newspaper.

Book Bus Highlights

American Spaces Nepal | Newsletter                                                                             Pg.4

American Spaces and RELO teams in Nepal collaborated to offer 12-week long virtual
English language conversation clubs for over 20 American Spaces emerging voices
audiences across Nepal. The two cohorts led by two Virtual English Language Fellows
(VELF) from the U.S. met twice each week between Nov. 22, 2021 and Feb. 10, 2022 to
discuss important topics, including access to information, media literacy, community
engagement, minority and women empowerment, and culture and values of the U.S.
and Nepal. English language skills help in upward mobility, a key Post priority.

English Conversation Clubs

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGySKknFn7GFSe3Dx2strMJbpXYoA9xAvBROn_B2M5cAjiyw/viewform
https://myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/mycity/news/call-for-creative-educators-program-2022


Led by American Center Kathmandu, American Spaces in Nepal are collaborating
with U.S. Mission’s agencies to offer soft skills training sessions. In the second
interactive virtual session on Feb. 16 titled Youth Leadership and Effective
Communication and attended by 31 emerging voices, Press and Media Coordinator
from PAS Kathmandu noted ways to hone leadership and communication skills, such
as having a goal in life, understanding one’s strengths and constraints, finding a role
model and a mentor, and engaging with local organizations and communities.
Drawing on from his own personal example, he detailed the importance of getting
out of our comfort zone to expand our horizons and acquire new skills.

Youth Leadership and Effective
Communication
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American Spaces in Nepal organized an 
interaction program with Mr. Rajiv Sharma, 
the managing director of Jobs Dynamics— 
Nepal's popular HR consulting firm. 
Highlighting the importance of having 
people’s skills in life, he detailed how he 
acquired those skills while living in a joint 
family and interacting with his cousins. Mr. 
Sharma noted how his liberal arts degree 
from the U.S helped in his entrepreneurial 
journey and further highlighted how solving 
local problems motivate entrepreneurs. 
Emphasizing that people are the greatest 
assets of any organization, Mr. Sharma noted 
that the employees today look for meaning in 
their work, search for intellectual connection 
with their peers, and seek to have fun while 
doing their job. While commending the 
exposure and knowledge level of Nepali 
organizations, he pointed out that technology 
adaptation is lagging in most organizations, 
which made it difficult for them to sustain 
during the pandemic. Broadcast live through 
the Facebook pages of American Spaces in 
Nepal, the program has been viewed around 
230 times.
(https://www.facebook.com/americancorneril
am/videos/1618726951824918)

Entrepreneurs’ Talk Show

https://www.facebook.com/americancornerilam/videos/1618726951824918

