
Thank you for subscribing to the American
Spaces newsletter. We hope that the
newsletter is helping you to stay in touch
with us. 

We are happy to inform you that all our
American Spaces have resumed their in-
person services. The American Center in
Kathmandu has also resumed its services
and is now OPEN for in-person visits from 9-
12 noon and 1-4 pm, Monday - Friday. Please
follow COVID-19 health protocols, bring your
Photo ID to get access to the Center. 

The American Spaces team across
Nepal continues to work to develop
programs to meet your needs. For July,
we have focused programs on college
preparation for students.  We post our
program plans through our respective
Corner Facebook pages
(https://np.usembassy.gov/education/a
merican-spaces/), so keep checking the
page for additional program postings.

Also, feel free to share the American Center
Newsletter Subscription link
(https://rb.gy/el551i) with interested folks. We
appreciate your feedback and suggestions to
make the newsletter even better. 

Sincerely,
American Spaces Team
 

July 8 | 2 PM
Registration required
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STUDY IN THE USA
July 29 | 2 PM
Registration required
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

American Spaces in Nepal, in
partnership with Nepal US Alumni
Network (NUSAN)— an umbrella
organization of USG Alumni and U.S.
Alumni in Nepal— organized the sixth
session of The USG Alumni Talk Show
series on June 9, 2022. The goal of the
program is to promote a consistent
and robust exchange of culture, ideas,
and mutual understanding. As a guest
of the program, Mukunda Kumar Giri,
SUSI Alumnus 2017 and former
Director at SOS Children Village
Surkhet, talked about the positive
impact of SUSI and how he is utilizing
the knowledge and experience gained
through the exchange program to
support his community and students.
For instance, he gave an example of
how he implemented project-based
learning for his students and
conducted some training for teachers.
Broadcast live through the Facebook
pages of NUSAN and American
Spaces in Nepal, the session has
garnered over 360 views so far.
(https://www.facebook.com/acsurkhet
/videos/4045335849233277)

ALUMNI EVENT ON
HYDROPOWER
As part of the Understanding
Sustainable Development Series
#11, American Corner Bhairahawa
on May 31 hosted the Nepal
Association of Humphrey Fellows
(NAHF) for a talk program on the
need for economical and
sustainable hydropower. As a
keynote speaker, the Minister for
Energy, Water Resources, and
Irrigation of the Lumbini Province
encouraged the federal
government to formulate and
implement hydropower legislation
that would enable provincial
authorities to work towards the
generation of electricity. In a
program attended by more than,
88 participants including
government officials, students,
journalists, and entrepreneurs,
experts emphasized the need to
develop hydropower as a source of
clean energy for the sustainable
economic development of Nepal.

THE USG ALUMNI TALK
SHOW
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CRITICAL
THINKING CLUB
DISCUSSED
LGBTQI+
RIGHTS

On the occasion of Pride Month, members of American
Corner Surkhet's Critical Thinking Club on June 11
talked about the present state of the LGBTQI+
community in the area. They agreed that the
education system plays an important role in promoting
LGBTQI+ rights in a community. The club members
noted the importance of providing a safe space to the
LGBTQI+ community in different sectors of society. The
discussion ended by noting the challenges
experienced by the community in the society while
exercising their basic human rights and how the club
members and the Corner can support the community.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Facsurkhet%2Fvideos%2F404533584923327&data=05%7C01%7CShakyaA%40state.gov%7Cee0a65c8d7374206a0d808da4d0325db%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637906973187315242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=854ODELZWSkC5QJV6GhB26uM%2FtiZzRkxT4eOBSnxHto%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Facsurkhet%2Fvideos%2F404533584923327&data=05%7C01%7CShakyaA%40state.gov%7Cee0a65c8d7374206a0d808da4d0325db%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637906973187315242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=854ODELZWSkC5QJV6GhB26uM%2FtiZzRkxT4eOBSnxHto%3D&reserved=0


PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

In collaboration with the Strategic
Content Coordination (SCC) Team,
American Center Kathmandu on June
17 organized an information session
on how to surf the internet securely.
Leading the session, SCC Specialist
from PAS explained how our digital
footprint, such as liking a page,
commenting on someone’s pictures,
text messages (even deleted ones),
tagged photos, and sites visited, stays
online forever. She encouraged
participants to be careful while surfing
the internet and noted ways to
remove digital footprint, including
clearing cache, deleting unused
accounts, and adjusting our privacy
settings. Participants included 66 in-
person high school students at
American Center from a local school
in Kathmandu as well virtual
participants from iHub, American
Corner Surkhet, and American Corner
Bhairahawa.

SESSION ON WRITING
COLLEGE ESSAY
On June 18, 2022, PAS Intern Sarah
Ahmed conducted an in-person
session on writing college
admission essays for 17
undergraduate students at
American Corner Surkhet. After
highlighting the importance of
essays/personal statements in
sharing one’s story and in the
admissions process, Sarah talked
about various aspects of an essay,
such as brainstorming, using
hooks, outlining, writing the first
draft, revising the draft, and getting
feedback. Sarah also noted the
importance of avoiding plagiarism
in essays as it can have serious
repercussions. The session
concluded with a quick practice
brainstorming session.

SURFING SECURELY
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RTI TRAINING
With PAS Kathmandu funding,
Accountability Lab Nepal (ALN)
organized a two-and-a-half-day Right
to Information (RTI, equivalent of
FOIA) training at American Corners in
Biratnagar, Ilam and Pokhara. The
training covered topics such as
understanding RTI and its legal
framework, RTI activism around the
world, and issues with RTI
implementation in Nepal. Twenty-four
emerging voices from Bratnagar,
twenty-one RTI activists from Pokhara
and nineteen participants from Ilam 
 attended the training. 

Trainers for the program included
officials from ALN as well as local
experts and government officials. The
training will also be conducted at
other American Spaces locations in
Nepal and the participants will be
mentored to incubate their ideas and
build a network of RTI activists across
Nepal.



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

STUDY IN THE USA SESSION
On June 24, 2022, American Center
Kathmandu offered its monthly
EducationUSA session for
interested students. American
Spaces Program Specialist led the
in-person session on Study in the
USA and talked about the U.S.
educational system, the unique
aspects of the U.S. higher
education, “Your 5 Steps to U.S.
Study”
(www.educationusa.state.gov),
financial aid, and other useful
resources for students interested in
studying in the U.S. Over 55
students attended the program
and asked questions about college
selection, standardized tests,
graduate assistantship, regional
accreditation, and credential
evaluations. This program provides
accurate and authentic
information to students and helps
facilitate their decision to pursue
higher education in the United
States, which benefits both Nepal
and the U.S. This also aligns with
the Mission’s strategic goal of
increasing Nepali students in the
U.S. which eventually helps the U.S.
economy. In 2020/21, Nepal ranked
12th among the leading countries
of origin of international students
in the U.S. with 11,172 Nepali
students, adding $463 million to
the U.S. economy.
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STAKEHOLDER MEETING
TO PROMOTE AIR
QUALITY
Funded by PAS Kathmandu under the
American Spaces Support Funds
(ASSF), Safe and Clean Air for All
(SAFA) aims to inform, engage, and
inspire youth at American Spaces
locations to promote air quality. Clean
Energy Nepal (CEN), our
implementing partner, visited iHub
Kathmandu on June 24 and organized
training on air quality monitoring for
youth. Air quality experts from CEN
and Tribhuvan University talked about
international, national, and local
perspectives of air pollution and its
monitoring for 15 participants from
Nepalese Youth for Climate Action. In
addition, participants also learned
about the TSI Air Quality Monitoring
Sensor installed at the FNCCI Building
(host institution of iHub) and
calculated the emission data with the
help of the experts. With guidance
from PAS Kathmandu, CEN is also
partnering with air quality experts
from the Central Department of
Environmental Sciences at Tribhuvan
University, who are working with Duke
University to promote air quality in
South Asia under a separate State
Department-funded project.

CONTACT US
@ 

01 423 4373 / 423 4552

E: KathmanduAmericanCenter@gmail.com

http://www.educationusa.state.gov/

