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Welcome Note
Thank you for subscribing to the
American Spaces newsletter. We
hope that the newsletter is
helping you to stay in touch with
us. 

We are happy to inform you that
all our American Spaces have
resumed their in-person
services. The American Center
in Kathmandu has also resumed
its services and is now OPEN for
in-person visits from 9-12 noon
and 1-4 pm, Monday - Friday.
Please follow COVID-19 health
protocols, bring your Photo ID
to get access to the Center. 

COLLEGE ESSAY WRITING 

STUDENT VISA COUNSELING 

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION
& STORYTELLING

STUDY IN THE USA

     Aug 5 | 2 PM [Register]

     Aug 12 | 2 PM [Register]

     Aug 19 | 2  PM [Register]

     Aug 26 | 2 PM [Register]

The American Spaces team across Nepal
continues to work to develop programs to
meet your needs. We post our program plans
through our respective Corner Facebook
pages
(https://np.usembassy.gov/education/america
n-spaces/), so keep checking the page for
additional program postings.

Also, feel free to share the American Center
Newsletter Subscription link
(https://rb.gy/el551i) with interested folks. We
appreciate your feedback and suggestions to
make the newsletter even better. 

Sincerely,
American Spaces Team

UPCOMING EVENTS

(01) 423 4373
(01) 423 4552
KathmanduAmericanCenter@gmail.com

https://np.usembassy.gov/education/american-spaces/
https://tinyurl.com/2nttzwwd
https://tinyurl.com/sumy86m8
https://tinyurl.com/z5mmjcva
https://tinyurl.com/yckk62zf
https://np.usembassy.gov/education/american-spaces/
https://rb.gy/el551i
https://rb.gy/el551i


With PAS Kathmandu funding,
Accountability Lab Nepal (ALN)
organized a two-day Right to
Information (RTI, equivalent of
FOIA) Youth Camp for RTI
activist at American Spaces.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony of the camp on July
14 at iHub, Cultural Affairs
Officer Sarah Knight
underscored the role of the
camp in empowering citizens,
civil society, and government
agencies to promote
transparency, accountability,
and strengthen democracy
and rule of law. The training
covered topics such as
understanding RTI and its legal
framework, RTI activism
around the world, and issues
with RTI implementation in
Nepal. Trainers for the
program included officials
from ALN, national experts,
and government officials. The
training will be conducted at
all the American Spaces
locations in Nepal and over
150 youth will be mentored to
incubate their ideas and build
a network of RTI activists
across Nepal. 

RTI Trainings at
American Spaces

American Corner Surkhet has initiated a new
program titled In Conversation with Local
Representatives. The program on July 2, 2022,
organized by the Critical Thinking Club of the
Corner in partnership with Youth For Change,
included one of the youngest ward
chairpersons from the local municipality. The
one-and-a-half-hour-long interaction with the
chairperson included discussions on the
participation of youth in politics, waste
management, drinking water supply, climate
change, public health, infrastructure
development, skill development training, and
the education sector. Thanking the Corner for
organizing the program, the chairperson
vowed to work for the people and encouraged
people to reach out with suggestions.

In Conversation with
Local Representatives

July 4th celebration
American Spaces in Nepal celebrated U.S.
Independence Day on July 4th by organizing a
variety of programs. Most of the Spaces invited
frequent visitors and school students,
informed them about the significance of July
4th through presentations as well as
documentaries, and organized a cake-cutting
ceremony to mark the historic day. The
participants had fun and they also learned
about the significance of July 4th in American
history.

RTI Training at iHub



WRITING COLLEGE ESSAY

THE BASICS OF
WRITING

Softskills

As part of its skills-building sessions,
American Center Kathmandu offered The
Basics of Writing on July 15, 2022.
Welcoming over 70 emerging voices,
mostly grade 10 students of St. Mary’s
School in Kathmandu Valley, CAO Sarah
Knight encouraged the participants to
avail of the services offered by American
Spaces. Sijan Baral, Emerging Voices
Exchanges and Alumni Coordinator and
former instructor of English Language at
Kathmandu University’s Department of
Languages and Mass Communication, led
the session and talked about, among other
things, the overview of the stages of
writing, the mechanics of writing, and the
common errors in writing. The session
included trivia and exciting prizes which
made it interactive and fun.
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“There is no rule on how to write. Sometimes it
comes easily and perfectly: sometimes it’s like
drilling rock and then blasting it out with
charges.” ~ Ernest Hemingway

On July 21, 2022, PAS Kathmandu Intern and
2021 Charles B. Rangel International Affairs
Fellow Sarah Ahmed conducted an in-person session
on writing college admission essays for 35 emerging
voices at iHub Kathmandu. After highlighting the
importance of essays/personal statements in sharing
one’s story and in the admissions process, Sarah
talked about various aspects of an essay, such as
brainstorming, using hooks, outlining, writing the
first draft, revising the draft, and getting feedback.
Sarah also noted the importance of avoiding
plagiarism and citing sources in essays as it can
have serious repercussions. The session concluded
with a quick practice brainstorming session. After
offering the same session at iHub in June, we offered
it again because of the popular demand.

EMPLOYMENT SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT &
AWARENESS
American Spaces network in Nepal
continues its collaboration with U.S.
Mission’s agencies to offer quarterly soft
skills training sessions. In one such
interactive, in-person session on July 6
attended by over 62 emerging voices,
Embassy’s HR Specialist covered various
important topics, including cover letter and
resume writing, interview techniques,
employment at U.S. Embassy, Electronic
Recruitment Application (ERA) process, and
internship program for local students at U.S.
Embassy. During a quiz conducted at the
end of the session to test participants’
learning, some of the participants won
exciting prizes. In addition to promoting the
employability skills of the participants, these
sessions aim to promote diversity and
inclusion within the U.S. Mission.

Writing College Essay 



Funded by PAS Kathmandu under
the American Spaces Support
Funds (ASSF), Safe and Clean Air for
All (SAFA) aims to inform, engage,
and inspire youth at American
Spaces locations to promote air
quality. Clean Energy Nepal (CEN),
our implementing partner, visited
American Corner Biratnagar on July
4 and organized training and
stakeholders’ meeting for youth on
air quality monitoring. Twelve
training participants from Nepalese
Youth for Climate Action learned
about the Air Quality Monitoring
Sensor installed at Corner and
calculated the emission data with
the help of the experts. In addition,
26 participants during the
stakeholders’ meeting included air
quality experts from CEN, an
environment officer from the
provincial government, and
academicians from a local
university who talked about
international, national, and local
perspectives of air pollution and its
monitoring. With guidance from
PAS Kathmandu, CEN is also
partnering with air quality experts
from the Central Department of
Environmental Sciences at
Tribhuvan University, who are
working with Duke University to
promote air quality in South Asia
under a separate State
Department-funded project.

Stakeholder Meeting
to Promote Air
Quality

American Corner Surkhet has initiated a new
program titled In Conversation with Local
Representatives. The program on July 2, 2022,
organized by the Critical Thinking Club of the
Corner in partnership with Youth For Change,
included one of the youngest ward chairpersons
from the local municipality. The one-and-a-half-
hour-long interaction with the chairperson
included discussions on the participation of
youth in politics, waste management, drinking
water supply, climate change, public health,
infrastructure development, skill development
training, and the education sector. Thanking the
Corner for organizing the program, the
chairperson vowed to work for the people and
encouraged people to reach out with
suggestions.

Province Level Oratory
Contest

Study in the USA session
On 22 July 2022, American Corner (AC) Bhairahawa,
in partnership with Nepal-U.S. Alumni Network
(NUSAN), organized a Study in the USA session for
over 70 emerging voices from 5 different colleges
of Bhairahawa. Mr. Baman Ghimire, USG alumni
and secretary of NUSAN, talked about the objective
of the program and shared his experience as a
guidance counselor of a premier high school in
Pokhara. Another component of the program was
an experience-sharing session by two of Mr.
Ghimire’s students from Pokhara who earned full-
ride scholarships from U.S undergraduate colleges.
They talked about their application process,
standardized tests, college essays, and much more.

Air Quality Workshop


