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WELCOME          
NOTE
Thank you for subscribing to the
American Spaces newsletter. We hope
that the newsletter is helping you to
stay in touch with us. 

We are happy to inform you that all
our American Spaces have resumed
their in-person services. The American
Center in Kathmandu has also
resumed its services and is now OPEN
for in-person visits from 9-12 noon and
1-4 pm, Monday - Friday. Please follow
COVID-19 health protocols, bring your
Photo ID to get access to the Center. 

The American Spaces team across
Nepal continues to work to develop
programs to meet your needs. We post
our program plans through our
respective Corner Facebook pages
(https://np.usembassy.gov/education/a
merican-spaces/), so keep checking
the page for additional program
postings. 

We appreciate your feedback and
suggestions to make the newsletter
even better. 

Sincerely,
American Spaces Team
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On August 19, 2022, American Center Kathmandu celebrated International
Youth Day (celebrated worldwide on Aug 12) by inviting three

accomplished youths for an interactive session. Welcoming the speakers
and the participants, Embassy’s Cultural Affairs Officer Sarah Knight

explained that the UN created International Youth Day to draw attention to
youth issues and to encourage their participation in the initiatives that
impact their future. Our guest speakers—Ms. Bonita Sharma, the Co-

founder and CEO of Social Changemakers and Innovators (SOCHAI) and the
winner of Goalkeeper Global Goals Progress Award 2020 given by the Bill

and Melinda Gates Foundation; Ms. Phunjo Lama, Guinness World Records
holder as the fastest woman to summit Everest; and Mr. Pavitra Gautam,

CEO of Karkhana and the Startup Committee chair of Nepalese Young
Entrepreneurs Forum—talked about their background, their professional
journey, and their inspiration. Drawing on from their own experience, the

speakers encouraged the participants to learn from their failures,
understand their strengths, and be persistent and committed to what they

are passionate about.
 

Similarly, On August 13, 2022, American Corner Surkhet collaborated with
Youth For Change (a local NGO in Surkhet) and Critical Thinking Club at the

Corner to celebrate International Youth Day (August 12) with a group of
highly motivated and enthusiastic youth. Local prominent youth figures
participated in the event to motivate over 46 participants in the event.

Participants showcased their talents and all the participants had a great
time.

 

International Youth
Day Celebration
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Program Highlights

BOOK BUS
PROGRAMMING

August 2022

On August 3, 2022, Cultural Affairs Officer
Sarah Knight went to Shree Balkumari
Basic School in Kathmandu Valley to
observe the Book Bus in action and
interacted with students, teachers, and
Book Bus instructors. From August 2-4, the
Book Bus visited the school with Read
Alouds, Civil Rights & Liberties, and newly
revised STEAM workshops. During our
Balloon-Rocket STEAM workshop with
students from Grade 7, Book Bus
instructors were able to make the learning
more engaging and relatable for students
by connecting scientific concepts of force
and motion to real-world examples and
experiences such as riding the Ferris Wheel.
About 70 students and teachers at Shree
Balkumari also enjoyed a folk play on
climate change.

FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR
SHARES HIS
RESEARCH
On August 17, 2022, Dr. Marc J. Veletzos ,
Fulbright Senior Scholar and the Chair of
the Civil Engineering Department at
Merrimack College, engaged with over 65
emerging voices at American Center
Kathmandu to share his work on
earthquake safety in Nepal. He described
the reconstruction challenges following
the 2015 Gorkha earthquakes that caused
widespread damage and affected nearly
30% of the population of Nepal. In
addition, Dr. Veletzos detailed the current
status of reconstruction and shared
rebuilding ideas for the future of remote
Himalayan communities. Specifically, the
talk focused on remote villages in the
Khumbu region of Nepal with emphasis on
the Sherpa communities of the Thame
Valley. This region experienced moderate
shaking during the Gorkha earthquakes
and some communities experienced either
partial or full collapse of 95% of their
buildings. This community is
representative of many other remote
communities along the Himalayan Arc in
that construction methods rely
predominantly on locally available stone
and timber. Dr. Veletzos promoted the use
of sustainable seismic building details that
respects the traditional building
techniques of the region and
simultaneously improves their
performance in an earthquake.

ENGLISH SKILLS OF
BUSINESS
PROFESSIONALS
On August 11, 2022, American Corner
Bhairahawa started offering a session on
English language for business
professionals. The goal of the session is to
improve the communication skills of
interested business persons to help them
promote their businesses. Since English is
a global language, this training aims to
improve the basic English skills of
business persons to allow them to
confidently use the internet, email
services, and other digital marketing
tools. The first session led by a local
trainer was attended by 18 participants.
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Program Highlights

“GET VAXED” IDEATION
WORKSHOP

August 2022

On August 18, 2022, iHub hosted ‘Get
Vaxed’ ideation workshop to design an
innovative audio game targeted to children
and youth to promote COVID-19 vaccine
uptake and confidence. Utilizing a Social &
Behavior Change (SBC) informed lens, Save
the Children in collaboration with VIAMO
and iHub Kathmandu conducted a 1-day
Human Centric Design (HCD) workshop to
map challenges and opportunities, and
design a contextual story-board to inspire
children, youth, and communities to
prioritize COVID-19 vaccination. 

VARIOUS TRAINING
SESSIONS
On August 7, 2022, American Corner
Dhangadhi, in collaboration with the
Robotics Association of Nepal’s volunteers
organized a makerspace training session
for over 50 students of a local high school.
The participants watched YouTube videos
of STEAM-related activities and learned to
use various makerspace kits available at
the Corner. Such sessions promote the
collaboration, communication, and
creative skills of participants.
 
In addition, the Corner collaborated with
Dhangadhi Junior Jaycees on August 13 to
organize training on time management for
over 125 students of local schools. Leading
the training session, a local trainer
highlighted the importance of time
management and noted various skills,
tools, and techniques that are helpful to
manage time

MAKERSPACE
PARTNER TRAINS
PARTICIPANTS
As part of a regional makerspaces project,
Embassy’s makerspace partner,
Karkhana, organized creative computing
workshop at American Spaces in Surkhet
(August 13-15) and Dhangadhi (August 15-
17). Titled South Asia Regional
Collaboration (SAReMC), the project
seeks to provide youth around South Asia
pre-entrepreneurial skills - such as
problem-solving, creativity, public
communication, and design thinking
through makerspace-based learning
techniques by leveraging American
Spaces in the region. There were five
participants in Surkhet who explored the
basics of Arduino and IOT, and organized
an exhibition on the last day to showcase
their projects. There were over 20
participants for the workshop in
Dhangadhi and their projects involved
creating practical items such as a hand
sanitizer dispenser, traffic lights, a smart
dustbin, and an obstacle detector. Such
makerspace sessions encourage a culture
of collaboration, communication, and
creativity which eventually helps to
develop entrepreneurship in Nepal.

With the participation of officials from
Save the Children, WHO, UNICEF, IOM,
Hellen Keller and Mercy Corps, the
workshop encouraged the target
audience to role model positive behavior,
and bust myths and rumors related to
COVID-19 vaccination.
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