
AMERICANSPACES
 JANUARY 2023

REGISTER TO SAVE YOUR SEAT

JANUARY PROGRAMS
WHAT'S COMING UP?

NEPAL

JAN 3 | 9 AM

How global diplomacy and partnerships can support
globally resilient, green and sustainable supply chain
that impact economics? by Dr. Erick Jones

JAN 18 | 2 PM

A panel on Human Trafficking Prevention Month

JAN 20 | 2 PM

Employment skills development and awareness session

JAN 31 | 2 PM

A presentation by Dr. Humberto Campins, Pegasus
Professor of Astronomy and Physics, University of
Central Florida

First, we wish you all a Happy New
Year! Hope this holiday season
brings joy and happiness to your
family.

Thank you for subscribing to the
American Spaces newsletter. We
hope that the newsletter is helping
you to stay in touch with us.

The American Center in
Kathmandu is open for visits from
9-12 noon and 1-4 pm, Monday -
Friday. Please follow COVID-19
health protocols and bring your
Photo ID to get access to the
Center.

The American Spaces team across
Nepal continues to work to
develop programs to meet your
needs. We post our program plans
through our respective Corner
Facebook pages
(https://np.usembassy.gov/educat
ion/american-spaces/), so keep
checking the page for additional
program postings.

We appreciate your feedback and
suggestions to make the
newsletter even better.

Sincerely,
American Spaces Team

WELCOME NOTE
By American Spaces Team

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8W9i-Us_nWd-uRl63iBGrpd2O7PnFVvtft9PSqAjRv7nv4Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwo1Gr3ccYKjSZ6Rsp8LiCGAKQhjtBKmWXMJnyLZCRWOT4WQ/viewform
https://tinyurl.com/2kdu4aw2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdX3uV5cE-DgNCgeDm9HI-eSPjEt-MRgm2HbzBNOVzQ_LeL_w/viewform
https://np.usembassy.gov/education/american-spaces/
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PAST PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS DECEMBER RECAP

NEPALI STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN THE
FIRST ASIA CUP YOUTH SCRABBLE
CHAMPIONSHIP IN INDIA
Six Nepali players participated in the first-ever
Asia Cup Youth Scrabble Championship (ACYSC)
held in Gurgaon, India, between Nov. 25 and 27,
2022. The Nepali team was led as a chaperone by
Mr. Keshab Prasad Parajuli, USG alumni and
President of Scrabble Club Pokhara, which
collaborates closely with American Corner
Pokhara for Scrabble promotion throughout
Nepal. In the ACYSC, which saw the participation
of 60 participants from 8 countries, Arnav Pandey
from Nepal won 12 games out of 24 rounds of
games and secured 3rd position among under 12-
year players. In order to promote the English skills
of youth, American Corner Pokhara has partnered
with the Scrabble Club Pokhara (SCP) to organize
seven national Scrabble competitions and four
International Scrabble competitions. The Corner
has also supported SCP with Scrabble boards,
publicity, rotating boards, timers, and finances.

AMERICAN SPACES IN NEPAL HONOR
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES
Some of the American Spaces in Nepal—American
Center Kathmandu, iHub Kathmandu, Book Bus in
Sarlahi, American Corner Pokhara  and American
Corner Surkhet—honored the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities (Dec. 3) by screening
Child of Deaf Adults (CODA), an Academy Award-
winning film on the themes of disability rights and
youth empowerment. Global Media Makers (GMM)
provided opportunities for Posts around the world
to screen the movie virtually between Dec. 1 and 5.
Taking advantage of this offer, some Spaces in
Nepal invited in-person audiences between Dec. 1
and 5, screened the movie, and held discussions
on disability rights. Over 100 youth participated in
the movie screening as well as the discussion
around this important issue. 



American Corner Ilam partnered with a local drama company and Human Rights Forum Ilam to
organize a street drama on Dec. 9 to draw attention to and raise awareness against violence
against women. More than 300 students, teachers, and the general public participated in the
street drama organized at three different locations of Ilam— Mahendra Ratna Multiple Campus,
Ilam Education Foundation, and a popular market area of Ilam.

D E C E M B E R  R E C A P

AMERICAN SPACES IN NEPAL
MARK 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM
AGAINST GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE

To combat and end violence against women and
girls, American Spaces in Nepal marked 16 Days of
Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, an annual
campaign that runs worldwide between Nov. 25 and
Dec. 10. On Dec. 10, American Corner Bhairahawa
screened a TED Talk video titled Why Domestic
Violence Victims Don’t Leave and facilitated a
discussion on the topic with 7 participants. In
addition to discussing why women don’t leave their
abusive partners and what causes domestic violence
against women, the discussion mostly focused on
the need for everyone to play a role to put an end to
violence against women.

American Corner Surkhet coordinated with Save the Children to host a painting exhibition at
selected schools within the Birendranagar Municipality. This event was part of the 16 Days
Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, and it sought to foster solidarity and bring people
together to tackle this pressing issue. Twenty-eight students were invited to showcase their
artwork and express their views on the subject. The exhibition was attended by students from
various districts of Karnali, social activists, and government officials. The visitors were able to
observe the artwork and listen to the students explain the ideas behind their pieces. This
program was successful in bringing over 150 people together to demonstrate their commitment
to ending gender-based violence.

Similarly, iHub Kathmandu organized an information-
sharing session on December 12, 2022. During the
interactive session, students shared their insights and
understanding of gender-based violence, with specific
examples they are witnessing in society. Thirty-two
secondary-level students from two different schools
participated in the program.

American Corner Pokhara collaborated with the National Adolescent Network and Nawa Prabhat
Secondary School to organize an awareness program on the online sexual exploitation of
children. Ms. Sapnam Malla, the Executive Member of the National Adolescent Network,
discussed how children might be exploited online, the safe use of the internet, where we can
register complaints, and the resources available for the victims. A few participants, among the
90 who attended the program from the school, shared their experiences of being victims of
online harassment and their recovery process.



AMERICAN SPACES NEPAL | JANUARY NEWSLETTER

PAST PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS DECEMBER RECAP

CNN SUPER HERO PARTICIPATES IN
CAREERS IN HUMAN RIGHTS PANEL AT
AMERICAN CENTER
To mark Human Rights Day (Dec. 10), American
Center Kathmandu on Dec. 12 organized a panel
discussion titled Careers in Human Rights with
three esteemed panelists: Pushpa Basnet—CNN
Hero 2012 and CNN Super Hero 2016, Chet Narayan
Rasaili—USG alumni, and Manju Thapa Tuladhar—
USAID Nepal’s Gender Equality and Social Inclusion
Adviser. The panelists detailed their journey in the
human rights field, provided advice to people
interested in human rights careers, and noted the
challenges and successes they encountered in
their professional work. In a lively interactive
session moderated by the American Center
Director, the panelists answered questions from
the participants regarding women's
empowerment, their efforts to make our society
inclusive, and the importance of being conscious
of respecting everyone’s human rights.

SAFE AND CLEAN AIR FOR ALL (SAFA)
Funded by PAS Kathmandu under the American Spaces Support Funds (ASSF),
Safe and Clean Air for All (SAFA) aims to inform, engage, and inspire youth at
American Spaces locations to promote air quality. Clean Energy Nepal (CEN), our
implementing partner, organized a sharing workshop in Janakpur on Dec. 11 for
over 50 stakeholders. The Deputy-Mayor of Janakpur Sub-Metropolitan
inaugurated the program and highlighted the importance of supporting clean air
initiatives of the municipality. During the session, air quality experts from CEN
shared AQI data gathered by a low-cost sensor in Janakpur and explained how
the reading exceeds the WHO recommended value by several times. A Forest
Officer from the local Ministry of Industry, Tourism and Forests noted the causes
of air pollution, such as an increase in population and use of old vehicles with
diesel engines, and answered questions from the participants. On the second
day, there were over 25 participants who played fun games to understand what
causes air pollution and how everyone can act to prevent it. The participants
were divided into different groups to identify the causes of air pollution as well
as ways to mitigate it. According to the participants, the main causes of air
pollution in Janakpur are the open burning of plastic and agricultural residue,
usage of old public vehicles, firewood cooking, and unmanaged construction
works. They recommended banning plastic bags and open burning, planting
trees, and using electric stoves as some of the initiatives to reduce air pollution.


