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Embassy of the United States of America 

                                Dublin, Ireland 

  

          42 Elgin Road 

                  Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 

 

          January 17, 2023 

 

 
To: Prospective Quoters 

 

Subject: Request for Quotations number 19E13023Q0002 – Manhole access covers and support frame 

replacement services at U.S. Embassy Residence, Phoenix Park, Dublin 8 

 

 

The Embassy of the United States in Dublin is currently seeking quotations from suitably qualified 

contractors for Manhole access covers and support frame replacement services at U.S. Embassy 

Residence, Phoenix Park, Dublin 8 

  

A public site visit has been scheduled for Thursday, January 26, 2023, at 11:00  

Location; U.S. Embassy Residence, Phoenix Park, Dublin 8 

 

Attendance at the site visit is strongly advised so as to gain a complete understanding of the requirement. 

Those wishing to attend the site visit MUST submit names of attendees by return email not later than 

noon on Wednesday, January 25, 2023. 

 

The U.S. Government intends to award a contract to the responsible company submitting an acceptable 

quotation at the lowest price.  We intend to award a contract based on initial quotations, without holding 

discussions, although we may hold discussions with companies in the competitive range if there is a need 

to do so.  

 

Quotations are due on or before Thursday, February 2, 2023 @ 15.00 local time.   

 

Quotations may be delivered in hard copy at the above address or via email to GSO Contracting Officer, 

email: DublinUSEmbassyBidsMailbox@state.gov  

 

       Sincerely,  

Emmet Downey 
________________ 

Procurement Office 
Enclosure; 

 

mailto:DublinUSEmbassyBidsMailbox@state.gov
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SCOPE OF WORK 

 

 

Site:  American Ambassador’s Residence 

Phoenix Park 

Dublin 8 

 

Reference: Reported Dilapidation of Existing Galco Galvanized Manhole Covers and 

Support Frames Installed within Cement Borders onto Concrete Blockwork Access 

Chambers at Ground Level  

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

There are nine dilapidated GALCO Galvanized Manhole Covers inset to metal or plastic support 

frames which have come loose because they are not rated for use underneath heavy equipment 

such as Tractors, Ride-on Mowers, Utility Vehicles and other heavy vehicles or equipment.  

There are nine locations that require removal of the existing dilapidated frames and covers, 

demolition of the cement border frame surrounding the loose metal/plastic retaining frames and 

making good any loose concrete block masonry access chambers below ground level. These 

were installed in around 1986. 

The issue with the existing GALCO Very Light Traffic Access Covers and Frames is that they 

are all FACTA Class A, EN124 Class A15, Gross Laden Vehicle Weight GLW (slow moving) 

Pedestrian Duty, Wheel Loads 0.5 tonne (5kN).  These have failed especially in situations where 

they are installed within the field or lawn areas because of the heavier tractors. 

There are a total of 9 no. GALCO Very Light Traffic Access Covers and Frames to be replaced 

which are in various states of dilapidation and serious breakdown in the surrounding cement 

masonry fixings.  It is therefore intended to replace all nine of the very light traffic access covers 

and frames with Medium Traffic Access Covers and Frames in Double Seal Frames and 

Locking Devices to prevent any likelihood of dislodgement whenever a heavy vehicle or 

machine passes over top. The rating of the new access covers and frames is Class B.  The 

concrete blockwork within the chamber should be thoroughly inspected and levelled to the 

correct height for correct anchored fixing of the new steel frame (40mm height) considering that 

the surrounding 100mm of cement securing the frame is set into a timber form exactly 830 mm x 

830mm inside dimension. The concrete should be poured into the form deep enough to ensure 

stability and structural strength including steel mesh and/or rebar reinforcement. The concrete 

shall be smooth towel finish flush to existing ground and tarmacadam level surrounding 100mm 

all around the outside size of the frame 630 mm x 630 mm. the concrete outer edge shall be 

finished with a round over trowel to eliminate a sharp square edge. 
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THE SPECIFICATION FOR THE REQUIRED REPLACEMENT STEEL ACCESS 

COVERS IS AS FOLLOWS: 

Equal to or better than: 

FACTA Class: B, EN124 Class B125, GLW Up to 44 tonnes, Wheel Loads (slow moving 

Pneumatic) 5.0 tonne (50Kn), Wheel Loads (slow moving Solid) 0.75 tonne,  

Slow moving wheel loads are deemed to be speeds no greater than 32 km/hr. 

Medium Traffic Access Covers & Frames 

A range of medium traffic double seal covers (option) and frames, manufactured from mild steel 

checker plate.  Slip resistant pattern with Hot Dip Galvanized finish.  

Options: Double Seal (grease filled) and Locking Device (to secure covers from dislodging 

under tractor load) 

Equal to or better than: GALCO brand,  

CODE: 7CG0000; DESCRIPTION: 24” X 24” Hot Dip Galvanized; LOAD: Medium; CLASS: 

B 

Clear Opening: 585 x 585 mm, Outsize Size: 630 x 630 mm, Height: 37 mm 
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LOCATIONS OF DILAPIDATED STEEL ACCESS COVERS, FRAMES AND 

MASONRY 

 

A. Farmyard Maintenance Centre Laneway 

1. GALCO loose cover 620 x 620, dilapidated frame and surrounding sand and cement border 

 

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820.** 

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are loose and bent out of shape containing electrical and CCTV cables. 

 

 

 

** all measurements in MM 
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B. Guest House Cottage Rear Lawn 

2. Galco Clark Drain loose cover 625 x 625, dilapidated plastic frame and surrounding sand and 

cement border 

 
The inset cover is 625 x 625, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820. The frame is 

completely loose off the masonry access chamber containing combined drainage foul sewerage 

to septic tank.  

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are loose and bent out of shape. 
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C. The ‘Pond Field’ Southern Verge Boundary 

3. Galco loose access cover 620 x 620, dilapidated steel frame and surrounding sand and cement 

border 

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820. 

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are loose and bent out of shape containing electrical and CCTV cables. 
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C.1. The ‘Pond Field’ Southern Verge Boundary 

4. Galco loose access cover 620 x 620, dilapidated steel frame and surrounding sand and cement 

border

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820. 

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are loose and bent out of shape. 
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C.2. The ‘Pond Field’ Southern Verge Boundary 

5. Galco loose access cover 620 x 620, dilapidated steel frame and surrounding sand and cement 

border 

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820. 

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are loose and bent out of shape. 
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D. Front Gate ‘Forecourt’ 

6. Galco loose access cover 620 x 620, steel frame and surrounding sand and cement border 

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820.  

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose because it is a FACTA class 

A. The cover and frame are intact although there are signs of deflection in the pressed sheet steel 

cover. 
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E. Main Avenue Entrance Drive Approach to the Arrival Garden 

7. Galco loose access cover 620 x 620, steel frame and surrounding sand and cement border

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820. 

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are intact although there are signs of deflection in the pressed sheet steel cover. 
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F. Open Lawn – East Commemorative Woodland 

8. Galco loose access cover 620 x 620, steel frame and surrounding sand and cement border 

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820** 

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are intact although there are signs of deflection in the pressed sheet steel cover. 
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G. Perimeter Walk – Verge along Western Boundary to Ha Ha Wall 

9. Galco loose access cover 620 x 620, steel frame and surrounding sand and cement border 

 
The inset lid is 620 x 620, and the outside cement border is 820 x 820. 

 
The very light traffic access cover and frame is not fit for purpose due heavier weight of vehicles 

and equipment passing over the cover regularly during grass cutting services. The cover and 

frame are bent and dislodged from the frame and showing signs of deflection in the pressed sheet 

steel cover. The outer concrete surround and cover are no longer level with the ground level. 

 

** all measurements in MM 
 


