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K E Y  E V E N T S

ASEAN CONVENTION ON
COUNTER-TERRORISM (2007)

provides a legal framework for
regional cooperation to counter,
prevent and suppress terrorism.

ASEAN CHARTER (2007)
establishes legal and institutional

foundation for politically cohesive,
economically integrated and socially

responsible ASEAN Community. LANGKAWI DECLARATION ON THE
GLOBAL MOVEMENT OF
MODERATES (2015)

sets out shared commitments and
activities to promote tolerance
and moderation for peace and stability
to counter extremism.

(AUGUST ����): Series of bombings
target tourist locations in seven Thai
provinces, wounding more than ��
people.

(MAY-OCTOBER 2017): Series of
attacks in Marawi, Philippines

causing over a thousand casualties,
displacing several hundred thousand

residents undertaken by ISIL-
affiliated insurgents bent on

establishing a new caliphate in
Mindanao.

ASEAN DECLARATION ON
CULTURE OF PREVENTION FOR A

PEACEFUL, INCLUSIVE,
RESILIENT, HEALTHY AND

HARMONIOUS SOCIETY(����)

institutes a culture of prevention
against violent extremism through

respect, multicultural awareness,
good governance and inclusiveness.

(JANUARY ����): Six separate deadly
attacks across multiple provinces in

Thailand attributed to secessionist
group 'Barisan Revolusi Nasional'.

Terrorist attacks and growing violent extremism

pose a threat to ASEAN’s vision for regional

stability and prosperity. ASEAN has ramped up

efforts in recent years focusing on concrete

action, such as the development of the Bali

Work Plan to Prevent and Counter the Rise of

Radicalization and Violent Extremism

launched in late 2019, supported principally by

the U.S. Government with contribution from

civil society.

F L A S H

LOOKING AHEAD (2021)

Support work plan implementation and effective coordination with senior
counter-terrorism officials across ASEAN member states
Develop a Training-of-Trainers curriculum as a resource for educators to
teach youth about media literacy and countering disinformation
Empower youth leaders and connect civil society with ASEAN policymakers
to promote inclusivity and tolerance in communities through exchange of
ideas, training, and regional network building

The United States' vision for a stable, secure, and prosperous Indo-Pacific
includes countering violent extremism and promoting tolerance. Through the
PROSPECT project, USAID will work with partners to:

(JANUARY ����): Deadly attacks in
the Thamrin business district of

Jakarta, Indonesia carried out by
ISIS-linked assailants, reportedly

radicalized via social media.

MANILA DECLARATION TO
COUNTER THE RISE OF
RADICALIZATION AND VIOLENT
EXTREMISM (2017)

outlines special mutual commitments
to prevent radicalization and counter
violent extremism.

(2018): Bombings targeting a police
station and churches in Surabaya,
Indonesia carried out by radicalized
families, including children.

THE BALI WORK PLAN (2019)

outlines relevant activities and those
responsible for implementation, as
well as establishes a multisectoral
task force for effective,
coordinated implementation.
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ASEAN WOMEN, PEACE AND

SECURITY (WPS) STUDY (2021)

takes stock of WPS implementation
across member states and provides

recommendations to advance
agenda, including women's roles in

countering violent extremism

Introduction



BALI WORK PLAN DEVELOPMENT &
LAUNCH

Led by the Senior Officials Meeting on

Transnational Crime Working Group on Counter-

Terrorism (SOMTC WG-CT) with catalytic support

from the United States Agency for International

Development (USAID), through the  Partnership to

Promote Regional Optimization within the

Political-Security and Socio-Cultural Communities

(PROSPECT) project, the Bali Work Plan was

developed and adopted in late 2019. Conscious of

the complexity of push and pull factors, the Bali

Work Plan proposes activities under four main

components.

Tackling a multifaceted issue, the drafting of the

Bali Work Plan brought together relevant

stakeholders, including representatives from all 10

member states across 14 bodies, various UN

agencies, and others. ASEAN typically does not

involve civil society organizations (CSOs) in policy-

making, however, two dozen CSOs were engaged

early on. The Bali Work Plan (2019 – 2025) was

adopted at the 13th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on

Transnational Crime in Bangkok in November 2019.

STRENGTHENING DIGITAL

LITERACY

ENGAGING VULNERABLE

GROUPS

HARNESSING PARTNERSHIP

Digital illiteracy, particularly amongst youth, is an

increasing concern. Multiple member states are

addressing the challenges of radicalization and

disinformation spread online as the number of social

media users in the region continues to grow. By

encouraging stakeholder cooperation with social media

companies to counter radical ideas, hate speech, and

intolerant messages, activities within the Bali Work Plan

aim to raise media awareness and community resilience

against radicalization and violent extremism.

HIGHLIGHTS

Since its establishment in 1967, ASEAN's principal

objective has been to maintain a peaceful, secure,

and stable region. This shared responsibility

among member states is affirmed by the ASEAN

Charter (2007), which lays out a mandate to

maintain regional stability; strengthen peace-

oriented values; and respond effectively to

security threats, transnational crimes, and

transboundary challenges.

The regional context has evolved significantly

since the ASEAN Charter was ratified and certainly

since ASEAN’s founding. Communities worldwide

face a rise in extremist ideologies that take

advantage of social media and manifest in new

types of conflict.

Youth are particularly vulnerable to radical and violent

narratives and are more often recruitment targets of

terrorist groups and other nefarious groups. Among the

push factors are social banishment and

widespread corruption, pull factors include economic

grievances and promise of economic gain. Activities

under the Bali Work Plan focus on narrowing economic

gaps and providing opportunities for youth exchanges to

encourage tolerance and respect for diversity.

The Bali Work Plan also established a Multisectoral Task

Force representing 14 ASEAN bodies and the Secretariat.

During the first task force meeting in December 2019,

members agreed on roles and responsibilities; resource

mobilization strategies; and priority activities. During the

ASEAN Partners Meeting held immediately afterward, the

taskforce presented their commitments and initiated

discussion on shared priorities and potential areas for

collaboration. For example, joint activities will be

undertaken drawing upon expertise from UN Agencies,

such as a training program for correctional services

officers in ASEAN member states, based on the Rome

Memorandum. Opportunities also exist for engaging

private sector partners such as Facebook, which

participated in the Bali Work Plan development, to

address disinformation in social media.

BALI WORK PLAN - AT A GLANCE

Purpose

To guide regional coordination on efforts to counter violent

extremism among key stakeholders over the next five years.

Four Main Components

Prevention of radicalization and violent extremism

Counter-radicalization and deradicalization

Law enforcement and strengthening national legislation

related to countering radicalization and violent extremism

Partnership and regional cooperation

CONSULTATION PROCESS

Types of Activities

Consultations; assessments and research; trainings including

development of training-of-trainers materials; exchange

programs/field visits. 


