
 

 

On March 21, President Kim Choon-Jin of the Korea Agro-Fisheries and Food Trade Corporation (aT) visited 

Christopher Del Corso, Chargé d'Affaires, U.S. Embassy Seoul and presented ideas to promote kimchi 

consumption in Korea and the United States.  Mark Dries, Agricultural Minister-Counselor, and his team 

joined the meeting.  Chargé d'Affaires Del Corso frequently posts on social media to celebrate Korean food 

and culture, including recognition of the designation of ‘Kimchi Day’ by the State of Virginia on February 

9, and aT's president expressed appreciation for the U.S. Embassy’s support. 

  

aT President Kim Choon-Jin said, “I appreciate the U.S. Embassy’s interest in Korean kimchi and look 

forward to getting support for further designations of Kimchi Days in other states in the United States 

after California, Virginia, and New York.”  Chargé d'Affaires Del Corso congratulated aT and the Korean 

community in the United States for the designations of Kimchi Day and said, “I hope more Korean food 

along with kimchi will be promoted in the United States”.   

  

President Kim suggested that U.S. Embassy Seoul join kimchi making events and charity programs planned 

by aT for later this year to promote Kimchi Day together.  He stressed that kimchi is fermented food with 

many health benefits. President Kim plans to travel to New York to host a large-scale kimchi promotion 

when the New York state assembly organizes a media day event in celebration of Kimchi Day.  

  



The Korean government established ‘Kimchi Day’ in 2020 to promote the value and quality of Kimchi. 

California (August 23, 2021), Virginia (February 9, 2022), and New York (February 17, 2022) passed bills to 

designate Kimchi Day, confirming that kimchi is an important part of original Korean culture.  The United 

States is the second largest export market for Korean kimchi. Korean kimchi exports to the United States 

reached $28 million in 2021, up 22.5 percent from the previous year and growing ten times larger over 

the past 10 years.  

  

The Korea Agro-Fisheries and Food Trade Corporation (aT) is a state trading organization under the 

umbrella of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA).  aT plays a role in maintaining 

a stable supply of agricultural products in the market, including by managing importation and distribution 

of key agricultural products that are subject to import quota (TRQ) restrictions (including rice, food grade 

soybeans, corn, sesame, garlic, eggs, potatoes, oranges, and sugar).  FAS Seoul works closely with aT to 

ensure efficient management of annual TRQs on U.S. products such as rice and food grade soybeans. 

  

 


