


Beyond Publishing Caribbean and the U.S. Embassy Bridgetown have teamed up to bring 
you “CrossRoads,” a comic book series chronicling the lives of two brothers growing up in 
the Caribbean at the crossroads of being just or falling into the temptations of the criminal 
underworld. Issues facing our young Caribbean men and women today are explored in this 
graphic novel written by Alan Lynch, and illustrated by Tristan Roach and Matthew Clarke.

Crossroads 3 shines a light on the dark world of human trafficking.  Shaday is faced 
with the lure of a bright future in a foreign land, but she must be mindful when 
presented with such a gift. Follow Shaday and her best friend, Marissa, as they decide 
whether this opportunity is too good to be true.
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Marissa, you 
sure took your 
time with table 
seven. Letting 
your mouth go 

again?

At table 
seven are two 
resort club 
owners from 

up North. 
And they are 
looking for 
experienced 
people to 
work for 

them at their 
new business 
venture. What 
do you think?

It sounds 
great! 
With my 

brother, 
Kemani, fresh 
out of prison 

and not 
working; a 
break from 

him and more 
money in my 

pocket 
would be a 
blessing.

So, 
Marissa, what 
do you think 
about our 

offer?

 Positions 
are being filled 

quickly and I 
would hate for 
you to lose out 
on this golden 
opportunity. You 
wouldn’t have 

to worry about 
any travel 

arrangements. 
we’ve got that 
part covered. 

We even 
provide training 

for our 
staff so they 
can better 
themselves.  

And 
with hard work 
and dedication, 
who knows, you 
could become 

a General 
Manager one 

day

Oh, 
really? 

That 
would be 
awesome! 

Excuse me, 
Miss?

Shaday, 
please! 

You don’t 
know the 
half of 

it. 



Hi, I’m 
Mateo 

and I am 
looking for 
my sister, 

Renata, and 
my niece, 

Zoey. 

It’s my 
first time on 
the island. 

I don’t know 
where to start, 
maybe you’ll be 
able to help 

me?

I have a 
friend that 

would also be 
interested.

Shaday! 
Shaday! 
Come 
over a 
sec!

Just let 
me finish 
up here.

I have 
tried 

calling but 
nothing. 

I would 
like to offer 

whatever 
little help 

I can. 

Here’s the 
contact info 
of the police 

station in the area. 
ask for Detective 

Kevin Carter.
we were once
neighbours. 
he should be 
able to help 

you. 

I went to 
the address 

where she was 
supposed to be 
working but no 

one has heard of 
her, my niece or 
the people who 
offered her 

the job. 

Good day, 
sir.
 

What can 
I get 

you today?



How the 
hell

 are you 
so good 
at this 
game 

Kemani?

Shamar, I 
got skills 
man. I told 

you and 
Aaliyah this 
what I do 
all day.

it’s a pity, 
such skills 
can’t do 

something useful 
like paying 
your half 

of the rent.

Hey,  guys! 
I got some 
really great 

news! I 
got a job 
overseas. 
Who knows, 
maybe even 
live there. 

Just like 
that? 

Out of the 
blue? 

What’s the 
new job 

even 
about?

I’m not a 
hundred 

percent sure 
but it is one 
with a lot of 
possibilities.

 

Girl, you 
could be 

trafficked 
and put to work 
on some street 
corner or out 
in the sticks.

Do you 
really think I’m 

that stupid? 

I’m not 
going away to work 

on some street 
corner, idiots. 

I would 
know pimps if 
I saw them.



what a lot of 
people don’t 

realize is human 
trafficking is not 
only about sexual 

exploitation. 
Essentially, human 
trafficking and 
the traffickers’ 

goal is 
exploitation and 

enslavement. 

Human trafficking 
can be domestic 
servitude, organ 
removal, forced 

marriages, 
prostitution, 

kidnapping and the 
sale of babies.

The traffickers force 
their victims to give 
up their passports, 
cell phones and in 
some cases all of 
their belongings. 

They do anything to 
assert control over 
victims and to break 

connections with their 
previous lives.

I’m not 
saying you’re 

stupid or 
anything, I 
just want 
you to be 
careful. 

Have you 
done any 
research 

about these 
people online 

at least?

 ...ahh.

Look! 
I don’t care 
what you all 

think. 
It’s my life, 
I’ll do what 

I want.

Trafficking 
doesn’t always 

mean the 
movement of 

people across 
borders as you 

might think.



FOUR DAYS 
LATER.

Girl, I 
can’t wait.

 
I’m here 
packing 
already. 

How did the 
others 
take it?

Them? 
They’re a 
bunch of 
haters. 
Think 

they know 
everything. 

Forget them.
So, you 

packing a 
lot of stuff? 
Or are you 

looking to buy 
a whole new 
wardrobe?

Mateo? 
Detective 

Kevin 
Carter. 

We 
spoke on 

the phone.

From 
what you’ve told us, this 

sounds like it could 
be a case of human 

trafficking.

We see a 
lot of people come 
willingly into this 

island and then find 
themselves in 

all kinds 
of trouble.  

Human 
trafficking? 
But she came 

here 
willingly. 

I really 
don’t like 

the idea of 
Shaday just 
putting her 

faith in these 
strangers. I 

looked online 
and I haven’t 
found squat 
about their 
so-called 

club.



By the way, this 
is my partner, 
detective Keith 

Barnes. 

That’s the 
most recent 
picture I have 

of them.

We’ll add 
them to 
the list 

of missing 
persons.

If you 
do see or hear 
anything, please 

call us.

What 
am I to do 

in the 
meantime?

Did he 
bring a 
photo?

Two days 
later.



Get in 
the house 

now!

You said 
to call 
you…





Mateo. I’m sorry about 
Renata and we will do 

all we can to solve her 
murder. 

You’ve not only 
helped your niece but 
you’ve saved a lot of 

young ladies too. 
Thank you.

At times it can be 
a lucrative and 
well organised 

business. Anyone 
can be a victim of 
human trafficking 
no matter the age, 
race, gender or 

nationality.

Human 
trafficking is 
a silent and 
hidden crime 
because many 
of the victims 
are afraid to 
or can’t come 
forward. They 

fear retribution 
from their 
captors.

These predators 
prey on people 
experiencing 

economic 
hardships, who are 
psychologically or 

emotionally 
broken or even just 

looking for a 
better life.



Here we are 
ladies. This 

time tomorrow 
you’ll be 

settling into 
your new lives 

overseas.

Hey girls, 
good news! 
We got new 

phones for you 
as soon as we 
land. So, hand 

over those old 
ones. 

Hey, Shaday! 
I’m so glad I 
ran into you. 
I want to say 
thank you. I 

wouldn’t have 
found Zoey 
without you.

I’m sorry 
to hear 

about your 
sister,

but I’m 
glad Zoey 
is safe.

Your 
uncle is a 
brave guy. 

He 
traveled 

all 
across the 
Caribbean 
to come 
find you. 

Hello, lil 
lady. 

Oh sweet!

I don’t 
have 
mine. 



Okay, ladies. 
Give Cindy 

your passport 
and travel 
documents. 
She’ll sort 
that stuff 

out.

Marissa, I 
think we 

should go 
to the ladies’ 
room before 
we go. You 
know how I 

get.  

I don’t 
like this. 
Don’t you 

think all this 
is a little 

strange? This 
is starting 

to feel a bit 
shady. 
Let’s 

not go.

Geez, girl! I 
can’t believe 

you. 
Please stop!  
We can’t walk 
away from 
this now. 

We may not 
get another 
opportunity.

Come on, 
Shaday. 

Stop with the 
nonsense 
and let’s 

go already. 
Please don’t 
mess this up 
for us! See 
you on the 

plane.

Here’s to a 
new start!

But the 
phones, 

the 
passports?



“CROSSROADS: ISSUE III” 
A MESSAGE FROM LINDA S. TAGLIALATELA,
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO BARBADOS, THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN AND THE OECS 

CrossRoads: Issue III marks the conclusion to the U.S. Embassy’s comic 
book trilogy chronicling the lives of four fictional Caribbean youth – 
Shamar, Kemani, Marissa, and Shaday. Our characters’ journeys have 
allowed us to explore some of the serious issues affecting many of 
our communities – crime and violence, domestic abuse, and human 
trafficking. 

The final edition of CrossRoads exposes our readers to the issue 
of human trafficking which threatens millions of women, men, and 
children worldwide, including in the Eastern Caribbean. Human 
trafficking can come in many forms – sex trafficking, forced labor, and 
debt bondage – and is considered a “hidden crime” because it is so 
hard to detect. Vulnerable groups, including children, immigrants, and 
LGBTI persons, are particularly vulnerable to trafficking.

I hope this story illustrates how traffickers prey upon victims, the 
challenges of uncovering these networks, and the crucial role law 
enforcement and civil society play in identifying victims and bringing 
traffickers to justice. 

The team behind this trilogy includes some of the most creative 
minds in the region. I am very proud of the high standard of work 
produced by Beyond Publishing Caribbean. Their youth, talent, and 
energy brought these stories to life. Thank you for partnering with U.S. 
Embassy Bridgetown to share these complex stories with our young 
Eastern Caribbean readers. 
  
I hope these stories have encouraged you to learn more about the 
issues depicted and to seek support if needed. Thank you all for 
reading, sharing, and discussing our CrossRoads trilogy.

If you require assistance, or would like further information on human trafficking, please 
contact the police force in your country at the numbers listed below. 

Antigua and Barbuda 
Tel: 1-268-462-3913/3914
Email: cidpd@ab.gov.ag 

Barbados
Tel: 1-246-430-7332/7333
Email: sexcrimesandtrafficking@rbpf.gov.bb 

Dominica
Tel: 1-767-266-5100
Email: dompol@cwdom.dm  

Grenada
Tel: 1-473-440-3921
Email: RGPF@spiceisle.com

St. Kitts and Nevis
Tel: 1-869-662-7062
Email: ja.francis@police.kn 

St. Lucia 
Tel: 1-758-456-3751/3770
Email: cidphq3770@gmail.com 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Tel: 1-784-457-1211 / 1-784-456-1750
Email: svgantitraffickingunit@gmail.com 

Hey, Kemani. 
It’s me. I’m at 
the airport.  

Yeah, what’s 
up?

Can you 
guys come 
and pick me 

up?

the end.



Crossroads 3 shines a light on the dark world of human 
trafficking.  Shaday is faced with the lure of a bright future in 
a foreign land, but she must be mindful when presented with 
such a gift. Follow Shaday and her best friend, Marissa, as 
they decide whether this opportunity is too good to be true.


