
Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) Fact Sheet 
 

On April 4, 2022 The Federal Government has transitioned from the use of the DUNS 

Number to the Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) as the primary means of entity identification for 

Federal awards government-wide.  This means entities no longer rely on a third- party to 

obtain an identifier (i.e., a DUNS number issued by Dun and Bradstreet).  This change 

streamlines the entity identification and validation process, making it easier and less 

burdensome for entities to do business with the Federal Government.  

 

I. Here is what you need to know about this recent transition 

If your organization is currently registered in SAM.gov with either an active or inactive 

registration, you have already been assigned a UEI. Your UEI is viewable on your entity’s 

registration record in SAM.gov. To learn how to view your UEI, see this guide: How can I 

view my Unique Entity ID?  

If you have a registration, you already have a UEI. If your registration has expired, you can 

access instructions on how to renew your entity registration at: How to Renew or Update an 

Entity. 

If you are not registered in SAM.gov, create a new registration by clicking on the “Get 

Started” link under the “Get Started with Registration and the Unique Entity ID” heading in 

SAM.gov. The “Get a Unique Entity ID” option, which is not a full registration, is only 

available to entities for reporting purposes. Failing to complete the “Register Entity” option 

may result in loss of award eligibility. You will need to first create an account at Login.gov to 

allow you to sign in to your account safely and securely to get a Unique Entity ID. 

Once assigned, the UEI number will never expire; however, entity registrations do expire 

annually and require annual renewal. Please ensure that your organization renews its 

registration prior to the expiration date. The expiration date is listed in your entity record in 

SAM.gov. 

II. Where to get help 

The Federal Service Desk, available at FSD.gov, is the help desk that has been established for 

all IAE systems.  FSD.gov includes resources that address the recent UEI transition, and 

these resources are available at: Help Resources. If you have questions about UEIs or the 

recent UEI transition that are not answered in the FAQs or in other resources available at 

FSD.gov, you may contact the FSD.gov by calling, or by choosing “Create an Incident” or 

engaging in a “Live Chat.” You may also send the question directly to the General Services 

Administration at: entityvalidation@gsa.gov. 

  

https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0041254&sys_kb_id=a05adbae1b59f8982fe5ed7ae54bcbba&spa=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0041254&sys_kb_id=a05adbae1b59f8982fe5ed7ae54bcbba&spa=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0039526&sys_kb_id=0575c1c81b8138905465eaccac4bcb16&spa=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0039526&sys_kb_id=0575c1c81b8138905465eaccac4bcb16&spa=1
https://sam.gov/
https://secure.login.gov/?request_id=0dbde29c-8a19-45fb-b4e3-f70b9163a0d1
https://www.fsd.gov/
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=6b8149b2db2e7c10060d5425f39619a8


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

DUNS to Unique Entity ID (SAM) Transition 

https://sam.gov/content/duns-uei  

 

What information will I need to provide to get a Unique Entity ID? 

The data fields required to get a Unique Entity ID on SAM.gov are your entity’s legal 

business name and physical address. A post office box may not be used as your physical 

address. 

The system may also ask for your date and state of incorporation for entity validation. 

Some entities may be asked to provide additional business documents to establish their 

identity. 

 

YouTube video: Get a Unique Entity ID from SAM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uv1YNAsINk 

 

YouTube video: Entity Registration and Entity Management 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNnCTYbGzH4  

https://sam.gov/content/duns-uei
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D0uv1YNAsINk&data=05%7C01%7CDjordjevicZ%40state.gov%7C647a893a0b7140d4627908da2f55975a%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637874341892765542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nhCpAsVDNIH367mVmWN7iuT8hvD24ni9kOT%2BCe%2FZSU8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNnCTYbGzH4

