
2022 
Benjamin Franklin
Transatlantic Fellowship

A four-week summer exchange program fully funded by the
U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Embassy Luxembourg

Open to students aged 16-18 in Luxembourg

Application deadline:
February 20, 2020 at 11:59 PM



 Benjamin Franklin
Transatlantic

Fellowship 2022

About BFTF 2022:

The Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship (BFTF) is an intensive short-
term exchange program, created to foster relationships among young Europeans
and Americans to build strong linkages and awareness of shared values. The four-
week program will enable students, ages 16-18, to explore U.S. foreign policy
priorities such as youth engagement, support for democracy and civil society, and
economic prosperity. The program will consist of a series of lectures, seminar
discussions and presentations, and a broad assortment of practical, faculty- and
mentor-led workshops. The coursework and classroom activities will be
complemented by community service activities, site visits, social and cultural
activities, and homestays with American families to deepen participants’
experience of U.S. society during their exchange.

The program will be held this year in-person at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, Indiana and will run from June 25-July 23, 2022 (contingent upon

the feasibility and safety of in-person programming).

During the program, participants also will have the opportunity for cultural
programming including trips to Indianapolis, Chicago, Philadelphia, and
Washington. The program also includes an International Culture Night, talent
show, 4th of July picnic, shows and concerts, movie nights and sporting
events.



The U.S. Embassy Luxembourg is pleased to announce the Call for Applications
for the 2022 Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellows Summer Institute. 

Students in Luxembourg will have the great opportunity to apply for
Luxembourg’s spot at the Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellows Summer
Institute, held this year at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana. The
program will run from June 25 -  July 23, 2022.

This program is all-expenses paid; this means that international flights,
accommodation, meals, local transportation, insurance, tickets for cultural
events, etc., are covered by the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Embassy
Luxembourg.

For more information on the program, visit the following website:
https://www.education.purdue.edu/ben-franklin-institute/fellows/

Application Instructions and Eligibility Requirements are detailed on the
following pages. 

All applications MUST be submitted by: 
Sunday, 20th February 2022 at 11:59 PM

Candidates with the strongest applications will be invited to a final selection
interview and one principal and one alternate candidate will be nominated
by the Embassy to participate in the Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship
Summer Institute exchange program.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at
LuxembourgPublicAffairs@state.gov

U.S. Embassy Luxembourg
2022 Call for Applications

https://www.education.purdue.edu/ben-franklin-institute/fellows/


How to apply?
Application Components

Written essay (350-500 words);
Poem (350-500 words).

Word Document
PDF 

1.) Application Form (Word Document sent in attachment)

AND

2.) Personal Response to the 2022 Theme (following page)

In line with this year's theme, responses can be submitted in one of two
written formats: 

DEADLINES

All applications MUST be submitted via email to the U.S. Embassy Public
Affairs Section at: LuxembourgPublicAffairs@state.gov by 23:59 on
Sunday, 20th February 2022.

Acceptable Submission Formats:

Candidates with the strongest applications will be interviewed  at the
U.S. Embassy in Luxembourg (Limpertsberg) on Monday and Tuesday,
Feb 28 - March 1, 2022, in the afternoon. Selectees will be notified by
personal email.



Is it feasible to have 'unity without uniformity, diversity without fragmentation'?

Is Luxembourg both united and diverse? Why or Why not? If so, what are some

examples. If not, what solutions can you think of ? 

How do you/ can you support diversity in your community? 

Do you have examples of when diversity brought people together in your life? 

Prompt: 
What does diversity mean to you? Reflect on one and/or both of the

above quotes and on the concept of 'Unity in Diversity', particularly for

Luxembourg. 

Possible questions you could address: 

"We are striving to forge our union with purpose.

To compose a country committed to all cultures,

colors, characters and conditions of man.

And so we lift our gaze, not to what stands

between us, but what stands before us.

"We have inherited a large house, a great 'world

house' in which we have to live together—black and

white, Easterner and Westerner, Gentile and Jew,

Catholic and Protestant, Muslim and Hindu—a family

unduly separated in ideas, culture and interest, who,

because we can never again live apart, must learn

somehow to live with each other in peace."
 

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., The World House, 1967

2022 Theme: 

Diversity and Unity

We close the divide because we know to put our
future first, we must first put our differences aside."

- Amanda Gorman, The Hill We Climb, Inaugural

Poem 2021 Link

https://youtu.be/LZ055ilIiN4


Interested in applying?
Eligibility Requirements:

- be born between June 26, 2004, and June 26, 2006 (i.e., be 16, 17, or 18 years of
age at the time of the program start);

- be highly proficient in English, as demonstrated in a personal interview;

- be committed to enrolling in high school or university in their home countries in
fall 2022, following completion of the program;

- demonstrate strong leadership potential and interest in transatlantic relations
and diplomacy;

- indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States;

- demonstrate a high level of academic achievement, as indicated by academic
grades, awards, and teacher recommendations;

- demonstrate a commitment to community and extracurricular activities;

- have had little or no prior U.S. study or travel experience in the United States;

- be mature, responsible, independent, confident, open-minded, tolerant,
thoughtful and inquisitive;

- be willing and able to fully participate in an intensive summer program, with
community service and educational travel;

- be comfortable with campus life, shared living accommodations, travel and
interaction with a multinational, co-ed group of participants from across Europe
and the United States;

- be comfortable engaging with the Americans they meet in the host
communities; and

- be able to adjust to cultural and social practices different from those of their
home countries.

NOTE: Candidates having U.S. citizenship cannot be considered for participation in
this competition
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